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SOME "POPULAR" PLAYS.He has had just little enough experience
with long-distan- ce telephones to still be of
the opinion that talk is cheap.

THE WINDSOR HOTEL FIRE.

roads shows the prospective value of such
franchboa. A largo portion of Indiana, and
the most thickly jopulated. Is comparatively
level, making the construction of electric
lines comparatively easy. That the number
of such lines will greatly increase during
the next few decades there can be no doubt,
and county commissioners should be made
to understand that the franchises are valu- -

nance, rarely smiling, never laughing; withthin, straight-cu- t lips and cold blue eyes; no
orator, but the embodiment of common sense
In public affairs; unswaye-- by his own or
other men's emotions, he has the respect of
men. though not their lovo. He was never
called Jack Sherman In his life. He hasnever been slapied on the back nor has he
ever slapped any other man on the back.
No man e;er put his arms about him. as
Garfield Intimates used to do. nor has he
ever put his arms about other men, as Blaine
did. He would not sit in other men's laps,
as Stephen A. Douglas used to do. So far h
has gone through his long and successful
life se'f-pois- el, confident, assured of him-
self and realizing every ambition of his life
save one. In this respect he stands in the
class of Webster, Clay. Cass, Seward. Chase.
Douglas, Morton. Cockling and Blaine. John
Sherman's place in history will le but little
smaller for that failure and larger than
that of some who reached the height he
failed to attain.

Chamberlain. As a matter of fact the
"mountains 2V" feet high." which were
said to Itar the road between Siraks and
Herat, were proved by Lassar, as far back
as ly2. to consist ef a miserable row of
hills with an easy pass, fit for vehicular
traffic Na feet only above the surrounding
locality. There is now. therefore, no phys-
ical barrier bcfoie a Russian army march-
ing on Herat, and behind there is not. us
heretofore, a long Journey over Inhospita-
ble deserts, but an Iron road.

The Russiar.Sfliaving brought their rail-
way to the Afghan frontier a possibility
which even the alarmist. Charles Marvin,
was shy of admitting fourteen years ago-Br- itish

statesmen will have the task of
considering what steps should be taken on
their part. if. indeed, it is possible to takany direct steps. Would it not be ossiblHi
to better the British position strategically?
The course which offers the least difficulty
lies in the direction of consolidating the
British position in Afghanistan. The Ideal
from a military ioIrit of view would be aperfectly friendly ameer, one railway ex-
tension from Peshawar through th Khy-I- ht

to Kabul, and another from Chaman
to Candahar. Ther is. however, the ques-
tion of expense, which is unanswerable.
The ameer also would never allow a rail-
way to Kabul. The idea may thereforo
be. set aside as impossible for the prestnt.
But the new viceroy is personally ac-
quainted with Obdur Rahman, and might,
perhaps, induce him to acquiesce in tha
Chaman-Candah- ar extension, which would
certainly be a good set-o- ff against the Rus-
sian line.

Congress can legislate regarding Imports
and interstate commerce, but not concern-
ing strictly state matters. On the other
hand, state laws have not proved effective.
An anti-tru- st law passed in Texas was held
unconstitutional by the United States Dis-
trict Court in 1S07. The court said:

If there is any one thing evident from a
careful stuoy of the act it is that it is aimed
to favor the agricultural class, and isagainst the merchant and mechanic, and
all the others, without either reason or jus-
tice. This law that deprives the citizen of
all his rights of contract, and that seeksto divide citizens, not exactly by the call-
ing they follow, but by the source of theproperty they hold, and exempts M per cent,
of them from the penalties it visits upon
the remainder, is not sustained by any good
reason or excise, is not just, is utterly with-
out support in law and can have no justpurpose, i vicious cla.sa legislation, depriv-
ing the citizen of his constitutional richt
of life, liberty and property without dueprocess of law, contrary to the law of theland.

It is pretty safe to say that no anti-tru- st

law framed on such lines will stand. A law
passed In Georgia In 17 was more nearly
in conformity with tho spirit of common
law. but it has not been in force long
enough to judge of its operation and 'Tl'as

rot yet been passed upon by the courts. The
Indiana law of 1S97 Is loosely drawn and
will probably be found Ineffective. Thus far
r.o state legislation on the subject has added
anything to the common-la- w remedy. Under
that remedy the charter of every corpora-
tion In the United States which has entered
a trust could be forfeited.

TWO PERILOUS DINNERS.
The dinners on Jefferson's birthday. In

New York, may prove tho undoing of Col.
Bryan. He openly declined to dine with the
Democratic club of which Mr. Croker is the
head, and for which Mr. Perry Belmont is-

sued the invitations. The reason assigned
for Colonel Bryan's refusal is that Mr. Bel-
mont and his associates did not support the
silver heresy and its candidate in lSsG. If
Mr. Belmont, for himself and his friends,
had declared a conversion to 16 to 1, Col.
Bryan would have accepted the invitation,
and his conscience would not have been
troubled because Tammany paid ten dollars
for the dinner he ate. Besides, Colonel
Bryan inferred that 16 to 1 and the rest of
the platform of 1SCG would be a proper topic
for discussion at the banquet. This is be-

cause he does not agree with Mr. Belmont's
opinion that sufficient themes are suggested
by the teachings of Thomas Jefferson with-
out devoting speeches to the sllvcr-mln- o

owners' cause. Perhaps Mr. Bryan knows
now that all that Jefferson wrote upon the
coinage question advocated a ratio for
coinage based upon the mercantile values
of the two metals, and that adhesion to
Jefforson's opinion would now make the
ratio 23 to J, instead of IS to L In short, it
Is Bryanism, not Jeffersonlsm, that Colonel
Bryan wishes to promulgate wherever he
appears.

There is said to be trouble about the dol-

lar dinner. Those who are behind the move-
ment held a meeting'on Sunday. All who as-

sembled were opposed to Tammany, but the
silverites were but a small portion of the
promoters. The labor element in the move-
ment are Socialists and men with all sorts
of Ideas hostile to present conditions. When
it was proposed that free coinage of silver
should be made the feature of the occasion,
the Socialists and others objected. They
were willing to have Mr. Bryan invited, but
it must not be a ltJ-to--1 affair. In fact, if
silver politics were not eschewed, this ele-

ment would bolt and organize a 50-ce- nt din-

ner. An angry debate followed, but the labor
men prevailed. The $1 banquet will be as
anti-silv- er as the $10 banquet. Colonel Bryan
Is Invited, and with him. Governor Pingrcc,
Mayor Jones, of Toledo (Socialist), and oth-
ers who hold views allien! to socialism. If
Colonel Bryan accepts the 1 invitation un-

der the conditions imposed he will appear
as preferring to associate on public occa-
sions with agitators and Socialists, who
have not been Democrats, rather than with
men who have always been Democrats and
would be now if the Democratic national
convention had not ignored tho financial
teaching of Thomas Jefferson.

As Attorney General Griggs says, "The
danger in the large combinations of capital
which are now forming is not so much to
the community at large as to the people who
are induced to put their money Into the
purchase of the stock Issued by them." A
New York telegram calls attention to this
same danger. The new combinations or
trusts are not formed, as the Journal point-
ed out a few days ago, to control the mar-
ket, but rather to sell the stock and bonds
Issued by the promoters who have secured
the consent of the owners of factories and
shops to put them into a combination.
Manufacturers have sold their plants at
large prices. The plants have been capital-
ized at figures far above their actual value

at figures upon which dividends cannot be
earned. These stocks have been put upon
the market and are now the basis of ex-

tensive gambling. That is, those who buy
them do not intend to hold them as an In-

vestment, but expect to make something by
further advances and to sell out before the
decline comes. In Wall street no reputable
dealer buys and sells such stocks, but cus-

tomers are advised to let them alone. It 13

a craze which has been worked up by pro-
moters. London has been having something
like tho same craze in trading in "Indus-
trials." In London, a traveling circus for
which the proprietor asked 51,230,000 has been
capitalized for $3,300,000 and the stock put
upon the market and sold. When this
speculation shall have had Its run most of
the industries which have been put into
"combines" or trusts will fall Into the hands
of the original owners.
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Southern Indiana. I'rena AMnclatlun.
The semi-annu- al meeting of this associa-

tion will be held at Seymour on Friday.
March 21. The meeting will be of more than
usual Importance, and It Is hoped the at-

tendance will be large. The association Is
mot political, but Includes editors and pub-
lishers of all papers south of the old Na-

tional roai. Further information can bo
had by addressing J. W. Cockrum, Presi-
dent, Oakland City, or J. R. Simpson, Sec-

retary, Paoll.

Many valuable municipal franchises were

Biven away before city authorities discov-

ered that they had great money value.
County commissioners should not repeat this
folly.
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Aside from the silver l5sue Mr. Watter-Eon'- s

Democratic platform would meet the
approval of most voters of Popullstlc tend-

encies. It is Bent-rall- y against existing con-

dition?.

The partisan cry cf "beef" has not pre-

vented those who were in the service wl.en
the meat was issued from 73

jer cent, of the recruits of the regular army
Leing from the rnusterecl-ou- t volunteer regl-lnent- s.

Mayor Harrison in making his canvass
rather upon a nonpartisan basis in Chicago
than upon a Democratic. He does this be-

cause he must receive Republican votes or
be defeated.

Internal revenue officers say the Increased
tax on beer has not reduced consumption.
The same Is true of tobacco, upon which
the tax has been increased relatively more
than upon beer.

The appointment of a committee to look

after the future of the street-railwa- y fran-

chise, by the Commercial Club, would seem
to be an assumption on Its part that the
court will not Interfere with a perpetual In-

junction.

When his supporters In Montana are
charged by other supporters with paying as
high as $30,0)1) for a vote to elect one of
them to the United States Senate, Mr.
Jlryan should not regard a $10 dinner as
extravagant.

Without questioning the fitness of any-othe-r

man, the man selected by General
Grant a3 his personal aid because of his
knowledge and capacity would make an
Ideal secretary of war because he Is a so-

ldierGeneral Porter.

Outhwaite, of Ohio,
says it Is not certain yet whether the gold
Democrats will go Into the next national
convention, but, whether they do or not,
if Bryan Is renominated they will use every
effort to defeat h!m.

When a corporation like the Copper-smeltin- g

Company of Buffalo sends Its employes
checks to Increase their na 10 per cent,
lor the lat half of MfS It Is not probable
that the workmen will join In any general
assault uion such combinations.

The lavish distribution by the United
States of out-do- or charity in Cuba has
proved to be very expensive and should b?

curtailed as rapidly as possible. Our pledge
to pacify the Island and establish stable
government dofs not bind us to feed the
people for an indefinite period.

It is announced that the purpose of the
friends cf General Miles in keeping him bo-fo- re

the public is to embarrass the candi-
dacy of President McKlaley and to cripple
Coloi el Bryan. This must mean that they
propose to present him as a Republican or
Democrat, as the occasion may invite.

A citizens' committee at Washington rep-

resenting a proiosed national jubilee cele-

bration called on tho secretary of war a
day or Two ago to urge that Admiral Dewey
might be recalled In order that he might
Hgure as an attraction. Some people have
etrange Ideas of public Interests and duties.

A speaker at a New York club on the
colonial policy of the United States said:-W- o

had hardly got over our feeling of
hostility to our mother land when we were
called uiMju to bo a stepmother to several
orphan islands." Very well; as the relation
was not of our seeking we should endeavor
to discharge its duties conscientiously.

It looks as if en Important and perhaps
decisive battlo may occur In the Philip-

pines toon. Aguinaldo has announced his
intention of taking Manila within twenty
days, and at last accounts General Otis
was strengthening his lines and making
new dispositions of troops. If one side docs
not attack soon the other probably will and
bring on a fight that will end the war.

If the reports can be relied upon, there
s?Kl be an interesting season in tho United
States Svnate when the seat of Senator-ele- ct

Clark, of Montana, shall be contested
on the ground of bribery. Mr. Daly, another
silver-min- e owner, claims to have the evi-

dence to prove that the Republicans who
elected Mr. Clark were hired to do so. There
was a report that Mt. Daly had been in-

duced to let Mr. Clark alone, but now It Is
given out that he is anxious to go on if
the Republicans In the Senate will give a
fair hearing.

Stajcre Immorality LnuRhrd at Which
In Real l.lfe Is Trnalc.

Kate Upson Clark, in the Independent.
Those among us who have been enthu-

siastic upon the subject of "the elevation of
the drama" have had a good deal to bear.
Some of these people are genuinely good.
They believe that the theater has "come to
stay." and they are equally sure that It can
be made an agent for righteosuness. All
that is necessary, they alarm. Is that only
good actors and good plays sha'.l be patron-
ized. Thus the fittest will survive, and the
pulpit and the religious press will secure a
valuable ally.

This sounds plausible, and there are many
considerations which support the theory. On
the other hand, there are some pP falls in
the way.

Thus, when it has come to be taken for
granted that a certain actor will appear In
nothing but the finest plays, you go to see
him in a new one and find that its morals
are dubious, or worse. Or when you think
that a certain manager can be relied upon
to present only chaste and elevating dramas
you patronize him .and discover that he is
giving to tho public those which are cor-
rupting ar?d rcgrading.

An Insidious form of these "popular plays"
Is borrowed from the French. Burke says
that one cannot indict a whole nation.Nevertheless, it may be affirmed that any-
thing from the French In the lines id the
drama or art or literature may well be ic-gard- ed

with suspicion. The Latin races
have little in common with the sturdy
morale of the Anglo-Saxo- n. The French
play usually turns upon the supposably
"funny" adventures of some "model hvs-ban- d,

whose wife leaves him for a fe-- v days
or weeks. During her absence the husband
flirts with various young girls, or with
wivcs whose husbands happen to be absent
also. Thus situations are developed which in
real life would till hearts with disgust and
bring blushes of shame to the cheek, but
they are greeted, even in our best theaters,
with shouts of laughter. If husbands and
wives were to live In America as thete
plays represent them as living in France our
Republic would Ie Impossible and our re-
ligion would vanish. These sickening trag-
edies are advertised as '"Jlght comedies,"
"refined" and "sparkling." It has come to
be thought that so long as there Is nothing
Eositlvely Indecent in them they can do no

many a coarse play which calls
a spade a spade does less mischief than
these "refined" presentations, in which
loathsome vice plays the part of a merry
and innocent Pantaloon and teaches those
who look upon them to laugh at violations
of the most sacred vows. It is
to-d- ay as true as ever that
"Vice is a monster of such frightful mien
As to be hated needs but to be seen;
But seen too oft, familiar with her face.
We first endure, then pity, then embrace."

In several recent divorce cases men have
professed themselves surprised that their
wives objected to courses which the hus-
bands themselves considered harmless. "Ionly meant to have a little fun. If she had
been willing to take it all as a Joke It would
have passed off without any fuss whatever."
Probably the wife had laughed at just such
a situation in a play and the man logically
inferred that she would take the same thing
in real life as lightly.

Certain Individuals who have lately figured
in a shameful criminal case and upon whosedegenerate beads decent people are heaping
abuse were simply living out the morals ofplays which have lately held the New York
boards amid delighted applause very likely
from the identical ones who are now unspar-
ing in their condemnation of these loose-live- d

men and women.
But however they may receive the French

plays themselves, our pure, high-spirit- ed

American girls find as yet the morals of
those plays intolerable in real life. This is
as It should be. Such morals break hearts
and ruin homes. Why should we endure
that in a play which, if translated into
everyday living, would be demoralizing?
Wit is not funny when it attacks virtue.
The French, with their declining popula-
tion and political power, their debauched
courts of justice and their dissolute litera-
ture, may enjoy any theatrical fin so long
as it Is gold plated with the captivating
art which they know so well how to use.
But we have more to lose than the3 Lei
us hore that their plays will depart from
our shores and never return.

Some Industrious statistician has made a
list of the plays of the last quarter of a
century which have brought In upward of
$1,000,0) each. They are fifteen In number.
"Rip Van Winkle" leads with 5.000 perform-
ances, which have realized $3,k.iO,0.K. Then
comes in their order "The Old Homestead."
"p:rminie," "The Silver King." "Robin
Hood." "Shore Acres." "Kerry Gow,"
"Shaun Rime," "The Two Orphans." "A
Parlor Match." "The World," "The County
Fair." "Adonis," "Hazel Klrke" and
"Shenandoah." Most of these plays have a
wholesome moral tone, though a few of
them are vulgar. Not one of them is, per-
haps, what the moralist could term objec-
tionable, and, happily, the typical French
play is nowhere in the list.

MADE A SEW SCALP.

Delieute Operation Performed by a
C'hieuKo Surgeon.

Chicago Special.
With 4.300 bits of skin engrafted upon her

head, of which the patient herself supplied
1.S00 pieces from different parts of her body,
Mary Maloney, a West-sid- e girl, is enjoy-
ing full health, while only a few mouths
ago the doctors hardly gave her a chance
for life. The other 2.700 pieces of skin were
furnished by Miss Maloney's two sisters
and a brother, and now a healthy, perspir-
ing scalp takes the place of one torn from
the girl's head bv her hair becoming en-
tangled in a revolving shaft. Dr. Frederick
C Schaefer performed the delicate opera-
tion, which is the most extensive of its kind
known to surgery.

Miss Malcney was employed in a West-sid- e
laundry, and one day ji sudden gust of

wind blew the girl's hair against a revolving
shaft. As quick as a flash the girl was
drawn up by the hair, dashed against a
heavy beam and then hurled to the floor,
her skull laid bare from the eyes to the
back of the neck. The girl presented a
piteous appearance when Dr. Schaefer, who
was hurriedly summoned, answered the call.
Hven the skin of the eyelids was removed
nearly to the edges and the nasal bone was
uncovere'd and broken. The left ear was
gone and the right one nearly torn off. Dr.
Schaefer at once proceed eel to control the
hemorrhage and wrapped the head up in
carbolic gauze. The scalp was secured, and
after being thoroughly cleansed and the hair
cut off. was placed in its position upon the
skull. Then the nose and eyes were attended
to and the right ear replaced with stitches
and bandages.

After a few days it became evident that
tho attempt to restore the scalp would be a
failure ami it was removed. The condition of
the girl during this time was critical and
there was little hope of saving her life. All
energies were bent in this direction and she
finally began to improve. Six weeks from
the time of the accident Miss Maloney was
pronounced out of immediate danger, and
Dr. Schaefer decided upon skin grafting.
The young woman had two brothers and a
sister, who readily volunteered to supply
the material necessary to the experiment.
The first operation consisted of laying thir-
teen epidermal grafts from the sister s arm
upon the eyelids of the patient, about an
inch apart. This was followed by others,
but not with the success that was looked
for. The physician was frequently discour-
aged, but did not lose hope and endeavored
to retrieve the loss by more vigorous graft-
ing. So many of the grafts taken from her
brothers and sister died that the doctor de-
cided to take tissues from the patient's own
person, and better results followed.

hissivs si:cui:t uii.itoii.
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Have lleen Laid lit Afghanistan.
New York Journal.

The Importance of the news of the com-
pletion of the Kerv-Kush- k Railway and the
aggressive railroad building of Russia in
general cannot be overestimated. The fact
that a railway 22o miles long, directly
threatening Herat. Afghanistan, has Inen
built, almost one might say secretly. Is as-
tonishing in these days ef teb graph and
newspapers. The line was commenced some
two years ago. but all allusions to it were
scoffed at In St. Petersburg. However, there
(an be r.o explaining away the railway now.
Its value to Russia may Ik- - set forth in a
word. Its head is only ninety-liv- e miles
from Herat, a town which Is the key to both
Persia end Afghanistan.

The Knglish railroad is about two hun-
dred mi'es away from this imortant strat-
egical losltion. When th Central AianRailway was being built it was possible
for Russia to explain thnt the line was as
much commercial as military, for it ran
through Askabad, Me-rv-, Bokhara and Sam-arcan- d.

all fairly important trades centers.
P.ut what is the meaning of this branch line
from Merv to Kushk? The railway touches
no trade route, and must, therefore, be
looked on as purely strategical.

There was a time when British states-
men believed that It was lmiossibIe for
Russia to invade India owing to the physi-
cal difficulties in the way. Later on. how-
ever, as Russia gradually ab.-orU- -d the
central Asian khanates, and built her con-
quering railway, first across the Caucasus
and then on this side of the Caspian, the
physical difficulties were not much heard
of. though the barrier of the Hindu Kushk
still gladdens the heart of Sir Neville

A MyMery n to It (aiixe-M- ay Have
Been Incendiary. v

Letter in Philadelphia Press.
There are some strangely inconsistent

statements made upon good authority which
add to the mystery, and which, it must be
said, give some plausibility to the theory
that the lire was nothing less than the mos;
horrible attempt at arson the city has
known, excepting, perhaps, in some of the
tenement houses upon the East Side.

Arson in tenement districts, however, has
been committed for no other purpose than
to get insurance. If it were the cause of
the destruction of the Windsor Hotel the
purpose was beyond any doubt robbery. The
guests at the hotel were to a considerable
extent permanent ones. They were wealthy
people, and it has always been believed that
in no ether hotel in New York was there
more jewelry or other precious things Kept
In the guests' rooms than was the case at
the Windsor. It has been a favorite place
for the hotel thief, although very seldom
have robberies of that kind resulted in much
loss to the guests there.

The inconsistent things that can be testi-
fied to by direct evidence before the cor-
oner's jury or any legislative investigating
commitfoe are, first of all, the conflicting
stories as to the discovery of the fire.

A waiter of good repute, speaking from
personal knowledge, says that a guest, care-
lessly throwing a lighted match aside, there-
by set fire to the lace curtain, and the waiter
was unablo to check the flames, which
spread with swiftness to all the drapery,
so that in two or three moments the room
was on fire. Thereupon he went to the of-
fice, one floor below, to give the alarm.

But before this had happened Miss Helen
Gould's butler hail observed smoke coming
from the roof of the building near the flag-
staff, and it is reported by the department
that others saw smoko issuing from anotherpart of the roof, some distance away from
the spot where the butler first discovered it.

There seems to be no mistake about the
testimony of the waiter and that of Miss
Gould's butler, and, unless there be error,
the two statements can only bo reconciled
on the assumption that by tho strangest and
most awful of coincidences two fires broke
out in the hotel in places separated by a
considerable distance ana were occasioned
by very different causes.

That ono of which the waiter speaks was
a careless accident; the other may have
been accidental, but there grows a fear that
it was intentional.

Guests in the hotel through their experi-
ence confirm, so far as may be, this appar-
ently conflicting testimony.

Those who were upon the upper floors dis-
covered fire before anyone on the office
floor had heard of It; and, in fact, the first
alarm brought to the office of fire upon the
upper floor was regarded as a false one. .

On the second floor guests in a moment
almost after the first alarm of fire found
the corridors full of smoke. II. B. Farrlng-to- n,

for instance, an oid-ti- me merchant of
New York, who, with his family occupied
rooms on the floor over the office, was In
tho lobby of the hotel looking at the St.
Patrick's Society procession. He heard
someone say that the building was afire, and
went to his room to tell his daughter that it
might be well to pack the trunks so as to
be ready to move out in case the alarm were
correct. Mr. Farrington then stepped out
Into the corridor, and in a moment saw-tha- t

it was full of smoke and heard the
crackling of flame. He had no more than
time enough to urge his daughter to come
with him at once and they escaped with
their lives and the clothing that they wore.

That Is also the experience of 'Mr. Gunter,
the novelist. These and other guests who
had rooms upon the lower floors were per-
suaded that the smoke and flame came from
fire that was near by. But on the floors
above them, until the two uppermost stories
were reached, there seemed to be for the
time being no lire, although the smell of
smoke was getting strong, so that, accord-
ing to tho best testimony now obtainable,
the middle stories of the hotel were be-
tween two fires, one coming up from the
floor below, another coming down from the
floors above. If strict Inquiry proves that
this testimony is correct, then it will 13
established that two fires began in the hotel,
one near the roof and another on the first
floor, within a few moments of one another.

Many witnesses can be called who will
testify that they saw one of! the strangest
spectacles ever witnessed at a fire in this
city.

The fire was rising from fhe roof with an
intensity that almost suggested saturation
of the wood with oil or other inflammable
material. The expert firemen knew when
they saw those llarnes that the building was
doomed. But in addition to this from the
southeast corner window on the first floor
flames were shooting, whereas above that
window until the sixth floor was reached
there was no sign of fire.

The only explanation that was possible in
the excitement that this spectacle caused
was that there might have been an air shaft
or elevator shaft at that corner of the
hotel, down which the flames from the roof
came. This, however, did not explain why
fire did not appear at the windows of the
Intermediate floors.

It seems, too, as though fire broke out at
different places ne-a-r the roof. This might
be explained upon the theory that what
was at first the greater fire had been started
between the ceiling and the roof, had been
smoldering some time and at last had
broken out with great violence at different
places.

The testimonv of some of the. guests Indi-
cates that strange men were upon the upper
floors who seemed to be not at all alarmed
by the fire, and the capture of one thief
who must have been in the hotel at the
time the fire broke out tends to confirm tho
suspicion that the roof fire was started by
men who had robbery in mind.

They chose an auspicious moment. The
St. Patrick's day procession was passing the
hotel just as robbers knew it would pass,
at about 3 o'clock. All the servants in the
hotel were interested in that street display.
Many of them were on the roof and at the
windows were many more. That was a mo-
ment when a felon would find It easy to
carry out his felony undetected.

If this surmise is correct it would explain
the swiftness with which the roof fire de-
veloped, but It does not explain the amaz-
ing coincidence of a fire in the cafe upon
the first floor unless the guest who threw
the lighted match into the lace curtain was
himself one of the conspirators. It ha3 not
yet been learned who that guest was, per-
haps it may never be known.

It is necessary to learn the origin of this
fire before legislation or municipal ordi-
nances can be adopted, because, if the theory
of arson or of a double outbreak of fire
be correct, that does much to mitigate the
criticism of the Windsor Hotel as a firetrap.

Some criticism has been made of Eldridge
T. Gerry because he, as owner of the hotel,
did not put on more fire escapes. But the
department says that the law had been per-
fectly complied with, and it is doubtful
whether any larger number of fire escapes
would have caused the loss of life to be less.

Besides, if the fine was set in several
places near the roof and stimulated by
oil or other inflammable material, that would
explain tho swiftness with which it spread.
Then, too. the parade on the avenue in
front cf the hotel not only made a swift
alarming impossible, but made it difficult for
the firemen to get to the hotel until long
after the flames were beyond control. This
made a combination of circumstances which
explains what appears to be the swift de-
struction of this building.

The firemen say that if there had leen
only the tire in the cafe to contend with
it would have been mastered, or at least
would have been hindered long enough for
every person in the hotel to get out safely.

The fire has caused much covert criti-
cism of several unmentioned hotels in this
city. They are bu'ldings constructed, at
the time the Windsor was built or before,
and are therefore, so far as construction is
concerned, similar to that building. But
the fire department knows that in some of
them fires have been discovered and have
been swiftly put out.

The one hotel whfch is. perhaps, more
in the minds of the community when iirfs
are discussed than any other has been dis-
covered several times to be on fire, but there
was no combination of circumstances which
made a swift spread of the flames iossib'ie,
and the tire was put out without tho guests
knowing their danger.

The tire department Is really as much
concerned over the lofty so-call- ed fire-pro- of

buildings that hous, almost innumerable
tenants in the daytime or gupsts at night
as it is over the great hotels of earlier
construction, before the rigid buUding laws
now in force had been adopted. Smoke Is
as" great a peril as flame, and the problem
is how to reach the upper stories that are
so far beyond the carrying power of the
fire engines,

Sherman! ClinraeterlMtlca.
Washington Special.

John Sherman, in his life of three-quarte- rs

of a century, his won an enduring place in
the history of his country. He has lived in
a great ieriod and played a great part. He
is not a magnetic man; he. has not been
popular, like Clay or Blaine; his triumphs
and successes are those of the intellect pure-
ly and owe nothing to sentiment. Tall, spare,
almost to emaciation, ascetic In counte

) able. In disposing of them they should either
invite competition or adopt some rule that
will insure a fair equivalent for what Is
granted.

FATAL TO Till! DEMOCRATIC PARTY.
There is good reason to believe that the

attitude which Colonel Hryan has assumed
toward the gold Democrats is deplored by
a large body of party men who voted for
Mr. Bryan In 1S:6 for the sake of regularity.
They did not then accept the 16-to--l heresy,
and they are farther from acceptance to-

day than they were in the summer of 1S9G.

They have been hoping that the party lead-

ers would get together on some basis which
would retire the silver question at the lSto-- l
ratio to the rear or place bimetallism upon
a ratio to be determined by a Democratic
Congress, as has been advocated by the ed-

itor of tho New York Journal. Most of the
gold Democrats would like to rejoin the
party bearing the old name," but they will
not do It If the free silver and Populism of
the. Chicago platform are to be the cardinal
features of the party faith In 1&00. They
will be angered and driven farther away by
the dictatorial and offensive attitude which
Colonel Bryan assumed toward Mr. Bel-mo- nt.

Many of those Democrats who voted
for Mr. Bryan and his platform against
their better judgment will also be alienated
by the arrogance of Colonel Bryan and
Chairman Jones. They see that It is absurd
to make another campaign upon the Chi-

cago platform. They see that whatever
doubts there might have been as to the re-

sults of a reaffirmation of the gold standard
have been scattered by the unanswerable
logic of the past two years.

The only hope of the Democratic party was
in the getting together cf Its factions upon
a platform which would ignore the Issues
of lSOtJ or force them to the rear. The Gor-man- s,

the Harrisons, the Crokers, and, it
may safely be said, the conservative leaders
in Indiana, havo been hoping and laboring
to adjust the differences of 1S0G so that the
party might act together In 1C0. They have
been doing this because they see that the
party must win voters to carry the country,
and that ten voters will bo lost vhero one
will be gained for the heresies of the Chi-

cago platform. In 1S0G the Bryan ticket had
the entire Populist vote, and it had some
Republicans who have since seen the folly
of ltf to L They cannot win a Republican
to sllverlsm, there are no Populists to win,
and, having to choose between the Populism
of Bryan and a candidate for President who
stands for financial confidence, many who
voted for Bryan in 1S96 for party's sake will
not vote for him In I'M.

CAX TRUSTS III: SUPPRESSED f
There are many things which many peo-

ple think should be suppressed but which
cannot be reached by law. The absorption
and consolidation of railroads, the competi-
tion of incorporated capital with individual
capital, tho competition of machine labor
with hand labor, that of uepartment stores
with separate stores these and many other
phases cf modern business are condemned
by many persons, but cannot be prevented
by legislation. It is doubtful if trusts can
be. They can be regulated, but probably
not suppressed. They certainly cannot" be
unless their purpose is oppored to public
policy or such as the law will not tolerate.
Trusts are not tly and necessarily
wrong any more than corporations are, and
while some are foolish enough to denounce
all corioratlons, sensible people know the
modern world could not get along without
them. Kven the ancient world had its
monopolies and its combinations of greed
and of capital. In the year of our Lord 473

the Emperor Zeno issued an edict directed
to the pretorian prefect of Constantinople,
as follows:

We command that no one may presume
to exercise a monopoly of any kind of cloth-
ing, or of fish, or of any otner thing serv-
ing for food, r lor any other use, whatever
its n.iture may be, either of his own au-
thority or under a rescript of an Emperor
alreauy procured, or under an Imperial de-
cree, or under a rescript signed by oar
Majesty; nor may ary persons combine or
agreo in unlawtul meeting that different
kinds of merchandise may not be sold at a
less price than they have agreed upon
among themselves. Workmen and con-
tractors for buildings, and all who practice
otner protessions, and contractors for baths
arn Sinctly prohibited irom agreeing to-
gether that no one may complete a work
contracted for by another, or that a person
may prevent one who has contracted for a
work from finishing it. Full liberty Is given
to any ono to nnisa a work begun and aban-
doned by another, without apprehension of
less, and to denounce all acts of this kind
without cost. And if any one shall pre-
sume to practice a monoioly, let his prop-
erty be forfeited and himself condemned to
perpetual exile. And in regard to the prin-
ciple of other professions, if they shall
venture in the future to fix a price upon
their merchandise and to bind themselves
by agreements not to sell at a lower price,
let them be condemned to pay forty pounds
of gold.

It is fair to assume that this edict, issued
1.300 years ago, was no more effective in
preventing combinations of greed and capi-

tal than similar laws during all the cen-

turies since have been. Under the English
common law combinations In restraint of
trade or to prevent competition or control
prices have always been unlawful, and in
as far as a trust aims at these ends or
actually accomplishes them it can, bo
reached under common law. It Is doubtful
if statutory legislation can add materially
to this remedy. A corporation which enters
into a combination to prevent competition
or control prices commits a crime against
public policy for which its charter may be
forfeited, but us private concerns and part-
nerships have no charters to forfeit they are
harder to reach. Tho difficulty is in draw-
ing the line so as to prevent a public wrong
without interfering with private rights. For
example, if a merchant or a hotel keeper
is able to purchase all the stores or all the
hotels in his town and run them under a
common management to prevent competi-
tion and reduce expenses, why may not tho
same thing bo done by any manufacturing
business throughout the State or Nation?
It Is difficult to say where the rights of the
individual end and those of the public begin.
It Is undoubtedly true that a trust or com-

bination of manufacturers or business men
is not always formed for the purpose of
fleecing the public, but sometimes to pro-

tect those engaged in any particular busi-

ness or manufacture from the more un-

scrupulous members of that business or
manufacture. Sometimes also It Is done to
prevent overproduction and to increase con-

sumption by furnishing the public a better
article at a lower price.

Perhaps it would havo been better to have
exhausted the common-la- w remedy against
unlawful combinations of capital before re-

sorting to legislation. Thus far such legis-

lation has not been effective. As far as na-

tional legislation is concerned It can only
apply to Interstate relations and to combi-

nations to prevent competition or Increase
the market price of some Imported article.

EXGLAXD'S TAX SYSTUM.

Reaction Aunlnnt Burdens of Death
IlutleM and Income Tnxes.

London Times.
Practically, then, customs and excise have

been left unchanged for twenty years. The
changes, whero considerable, have been
more in the nature of alterations in the
form of the duty, such as tne substitution
of a beer for malt duty, and any real In-

crease is balanced by a subseciuent reieal
or reduction, either of the particular tluty
imposed or of some other Indirect tax.

With the death duties and the income tax
the case is entirely different. The death
duties have been subject to so many changes
that it would be almost hopeless to follow
them, but the scale has always been ascend-
ing and the final effect is clear:
The proceeds of the death duties

now are (including 4,263,(00 for
local account) 13"n3.0.:")

In 1S77-7-S they were 3,3J,0)
Increase 0,773,000

The increase is not far short of 2C0 per
cent. A certain part of the Increase is no
doubt due to the wider extension of du-
ties so as to put the duties on real prop-
erty on the same footing as duties on per-
sonal property, but the effect is none the
less to place greater stress on this mode of
raising revenue than was the case twenty
years ago. while customs and excise remain
in the aggregate unchanged.

The facts as to the income tax are much
the same. The rate in 1S77-7- S was 3d per
pound and it now is 8d. The yield in 1877-7- 8

was 3.800.000. and now 17.200.000, an In-

crease of 11.400.000 or 200 per cent. There
is aJso this further peculiarity: The yield
of 1 penny in 1S77-7- 8 was just over 1.900.000.
In spite of all the increase of wealth in
tho interval the yield is now 2,130,000 only,
an increase of barely 10 per cent. The ex-
planation is that the area of the tax has
been diminlshetl by exemptions and abate-
ments, so that the percentage of growth in
the Incomes which do not get the benefit of
exemptions and abatements is even greater
than appears on the surface. What these
exemptions and abatements amount to is
partly, though not wholly, seen uion a com-
parison of the gross income returned with
the income which we find to be really pay-
ing duty when we multiply the yield of the
tax by thirty, the number of eight-penc- e s
in the pound. Making such a comparison,
we find that the gross income returned by
the last account is 700,000.0;J. but the in-

come really paying duty is 516.000,000 only.
When it is considered, moreover, that the
gross income returned Is probably lessened
by the effect of the exemptions in prevent-
ing some income being returned at all, a
still better idea is obtained of the effect cf
these exemptions and abatements in whit-
tling away the tax and throwing a greater
burden on those who do pay. A seven-penc- e

rate without exemptions and abate-
ments would be almost as productive as the
eight-penc- e rate with them.

The history of our taxation during the
last twenty Sears thus stands out in relief.
Notwithstanding the ordinary growth of the
revenue, which has been considerable, and
the extraordinary growth of postoffice rev-
enue, which has covered, and more than
covered, the extraordinary growth of outlay
in that direction. It has been needful to find
about 20.(vyvw of new resources, and
these resources have been found exclusive-
ly in the death duties and the Income tax.
What used to be the great pillars of the
revenue, the customs and excise, which still
bring in nearly 0.000.000 of money, have
not conributed in any way to the help of
the government with new resources all
these years, when such heavy calls have
been made upon it. The rer.son of this and
the expediencey of the financial arrange-
ments which have thus come to be estab-
lished, and what remedies, if any, should be
applied, are thereforo topics which demand
prima facie a little consideration.

THE RIVAL IlELMOXTS.

One Oppose Ilryan and Hie Other I

lll Sincere Friend.
Washington Letter.

The controversy over the Jefferson ban-
quet in New York has drliten into a rivalry
between the two Belmont brothers. Perry
and Oliver Hazzard Ferry Belmont. The
former is a Democratic wheelhorse, and has
found It possible to associate with both the
four hundred of upper Fifth avenue and
the politicians of Tammany Hall and keep a
good average. In his social connections he
is very select and exclusive. In his political
alh lia lions he is a true Democrat. Perry
Belmont has served tluee terms in Congress,
and has been minister to Spain, hopes to
be Governor of the State of New York, and
is president of the Croker Democratic Club.
Oliver Hazzard Perry Belmont until recent-
ly has been a man of pleasure. He was
educated at the Naval Academy, resigned
his commission after a few years service at
sea as a ensign, was divorced from his wile,
devoted himself to polo, yachting and other
sports, became involved in the matrimonial
difficulties of William K. Yanderbilt and
married the divorcee. He has recently
taken to politics and has started a news-
paper for the purpose of belaboring the
trusts, monopolies and the money power.
He is an ardent Bryanlte. and his tendency
to Populism ought to make August Belmont. ;

his venerable lather, wno ior loriy years
was the representative of the Rothschilds in
this country, roll over In his grave from
anguish. Since his marriage August, the
eldest and the present head of the family,
and Perry, who is a partner in the bank-
ing firm, have dissolved all relations with
their erring brother and cut him dead in tho
street, at the club or wherever they meet.
This is not because he was the nfan in tbe
Vanderbilt divorce case, but because he al-

lows his wife to accept alimony from her
former husband. In other words, they ac-

cuse him of living on Mr. Vanderbilt's
money.

Perry Belmont Is one of the committee in
charge of the banquet that is to be given
by the Democratic Club on Jefferson's
birthday and will preside over that notable
gathering. Oliver, his brother, has re-
signed from the Democratic Club and start-
ed a movement for a rival dinner on the
Jeffersonian simplicity plan, with Bryan as
the guest of honor. He invites to this din-
ner every Democrat who can raise $1 to pay
for a ticket, and the speakers will talk
against expansion and in favor of free sil-
ver.

This fraternal rivalry is making a good
deal of talk in New York and reminds peo-
ple of another affair which took place ten
years ag, at the celebration of the cen-
tenary of the adoption of the Constitution
of the United States. Hamilton Fish, jr.,
and the late Ward McAllister had a merry
time over the invitation list and the pro-
gramme of the banquet and ball. Mr. Mc-
Allister wanted to confine the attendance
to the descendants of people who lived in
New York at the time the Constitution was
adopted. Mr. Fish took a broader view and
wanted to admit everybody of respectability
who desired to attend. This was a matter
of some importance, because Mrs. Astor,
the acknowledged leader of the 4X, was ex-
pected to lead the cotillon, and the broad-gaug- e

plan was to have President Harrison
or' Mayor Grant act as her partner. Mr.
Fish was victorious. The McAllister fac-
tion stayed away and made up for their loss
of enjoyment by sarcastically referring to
the function as "a Fish ball'' anil "a Fish
dinner." and to those who attended as "the
cod-Fis- h aristocracy."

Antl-Tr- ut I..nv.
New York Tribune.

Liws which do not clearly define a crime
against the public. laws which declare that
the exercise of natural right without harm
to anybody is a crime, are themselves a
crime against the public. The price which it
would be a crime to fix one year might be
a blessing to all the next. An oil or sugar
or rail combination which should now de-
mand the price by everybody known to be
a blessing not long ago would indeed be
guilty of a crime. What law, what conceiv-
able device of words, can de'ine what limit
of supply or regulation of price is now and
for years to come shall be against the pub-li- e

welfare, and there-for-e a crime against
the State? But this is th very essence i f
tho nroblera which legislation against com-
binations has to solve.

Same Ron.
Detroit Free Press.

Washington had the same old row about
those Mansfield "Cyrano" seats, the same
old Indignant letter-write- rs appeared In the
newspapers, and the same old kickers dislo-
cated their hip joints under different names,
that havo followed King Richard every-
where this season.

Ilrynn'x Service.
Kansas City Journal.

In widening the breach In the Democratic
party Mr. Bryan Is not working under Re-
publican auspices, but he is doing the Re-
publican party valuable service.

POSTAL CARDS, .UAV STYLC
U fleet of the Law Allowing Them to

Be Printed by Individuals.
New York Sun.

On Dec 1, 1S97, the Postoffice Department
in Washington entered into a tour years'
contract for the printing of its postal cards,
which are made at Piedmont, W. Va., and
cost the government a fraction less than
ill cents a thousand. United States postal
cards under the contract are of three kinds

the common card, three and a quarter by
five and a half inches, the weight of which
is six pounds three ounces per thousand:
the double postal card, containing a printed
flap for an answer, the weight of which Is
exactly double that of the regular card, and
the small, single postal card, which is ihrco
by five inches, the weight of which is livo
pounds per thousand. The contract price for
these last is 2o cents a thousand. For tha
double or reply postals it is 47 cents a thou-
sand.

As, according to tho estimates of the
Postolhco Department, the previous con-
tract was let at a bedrock price, and as tha
new contract was let at an even smaller
price, whereby the government expects to
save j.imj a year In printing, it might
naturally be supposed that there was no
very active demand among printers for a
chance to print postal cards for profit, ecn
If such activity was authorized by federal
btatute. Under a law passed by the last
Congress, however, the printing of postal
cards is no longer, so to speak, a govern-
ment monopoly, and a number of printers
who find business somewhat dull and whoso
office facilities are not overtaxed are going
into the printing of private postal cards,
so-call- ed. The size fixed by law Is three anda quarter by five and a half inches, and tho
weight six pounds three ounces to the thou-
sand. In color they must he white, cream,
light gray or light buff, while on the faco
must be the words, "Private mailing card.,
authorized by act of Congress May IS. lM.
and in the upper right-han- d corner must bo
left a space with the words, "Place a stamp
here."

The occupation or business of the ad-
dressee briefly stated is allowable on tho
address side. The practical effect of thischange is to increase the government's reve-
nue and at tho same time enlarge the dis-
semination of postal cards. Tho govern-
ment's revenue Is increased because tho
users of private postal cards pay the same
price for circulating a card printed by them-
selves as they would pay for circulating apostal card printed by the government. Thogovernment makes the difference. The dis-
semination of postal cards Is enlarged by
the new law because previously it was
necessary for printers to buy postal cards
In bulk and then print upon them the ad-
vertisements desired, whereas under tho
new system inaugurated printers can print
cards and the advertisements upon them
simultaneously, with manifest advantage in
symmetry and appearance, at least, for It
Is a well-know- n fact that postal cards as
Issued by the government are of cheap ma-
terial and after having been exposed to at-
mospheric influences deteriorate so thatprinting does not take well upon them. Tho
paper stock upon which government cards
are printed Is made of O per cent, of sulphi-

te-bleached spruce fiber, of 22 per cent,
of bleached poplar fiber and of 9 per cent, of
English clay. The contract provides further
that In no case is there to be a water finish
to the paper, and the weight is regulatctl
in pounds and ounces, and in no case aro
more than 23.000 postals to be delivered In
one package to the government.

The estimated number of postal cards re-
quired by the government during the four
years of the present contract Is 2.07."V.00O.O.
of which SO.Ou'.Um) are double or reply pos-
tals. By the printing of private postal cards
the number manufactured for public uso
will be atill further extended.

A LETTISH FROM KirLlMJ.
Received In Reply by n Little Vlitt

bnrgs ilrl.
Pittsburg News. .

During the most critical period of Rud
yard Kipling's illness at the Hotel Grenoble
the following letter was received by him:

"6421 Kentucky avenue, Kast Liberty
(Pittsburg). Pa. Dear Mr. Kipling: I am
very sorry to hear that you are sick. Lhopo
that you will get better very soon. I know
when I am sick there is nothing so nice as
to have an Interesting letter come to me, sc
1 thought you might like to get one. I am
waiting to read those stcries you poko
about in your letter to me last May. 1 had
lots of fun reading It, it was written no fine.
I know you have lots to do, and I fully ap-
preciate your kindness in writing to a llttio
girl like me. Your little friend,

"K K
To this t'.ie following answer was sent:
"Hotel Grenoble. Feb. 27, !Siy. Dear Llttio

K : Your very kind letter addressed to
Mr. Kipling was received by Mrs. Kipling,
and she is comforted to know that you lov
Mr. Kipling so much. She asks me to write)
and acknolwedge your letter and thank you
for It. Sincerely yours,

"F. N. DOUBLEDAY."
As the above shows, this is not the first

time that little Miss K has written to
Mr. Kipling, hays the New York Sun. Last
year, having followed with the liveliest in-

terest the adventures of Mowgli and his
four-foote- d friends through the Jungle, and
not being reconciled to the termination of
the thrilling stories, she wrote Mr. Kipling
telling him how much Fhe enjoyed his
"Jungle Book" and asking him to wrlto
some more about the "little brother." She
put tho letter into a tiny envelope and ad-
dressed it to the author's publisher in Ner
York. For weeks the missive was busy fol-
lowing Mr. Kipling over land and ea until
at length the postman delivered a letter
with an Knglish stamp upon it at No. till
Kentucky avenue, and cn tearing open tho
envelope the delighted little girl found writ-
ten in the tiniest of hands the following
letter, covering about one square inch of
pearl-gra- y note paper:

"The Kims, Rottingdcan, Brighton. April
R. Itf'S. Dear Miss K : I can't write a
letter as tiny as yours to me, but this is the
best I can tlo.

"I have only just come back from Africa,
where I have Keen ostriches and monkcyst
and all forts of things. That is why 1 did:;
not answer your letter before.

"I will see if I can't write some stories
that will amuse you ?ome day.

"1 am glad that you like what I have writ-
ten about Mowgli. Very sincerely yours,

-- RUDYARD KIPLING."

The An1i of Love.'
Atchison Globe.

Tho women are telling of an Atchison
man who treated his wife with Indlffereneo
and cruelty in their early married life. They
say he Is now down on his knees blowing
into the dead ashes of h-- r love trying to re-
vive a spark of affection for him. How
women love to picture a man in Fucii an at-
titude. It is probably the dream of every
neglected wife that some day her husband
will try to warm his hands like a frozen
Cupid at the fires of her love, and will find,
only dead ashes there. There Is enough dead
ashes in the average woman's drirus tci
macadamize a road.

Cold Greeting.
Kansas City Journal.

When Mr. McKinley arrived at Jkyl
Island Mr. Reed met him and said: "How
do veil do. Mr. President T Whereupon Mr.
Mckinlev replied: How do you do. Mr.
Speaker?" Yet thre are those who lnsit
that the President and the speaker of the
House are not bitter enemies.

I)i rrrd.
Boston Transcript.

Our geocraphical knowledge Is expanding
all the time. A week ago the coentry knew
as little about .JfKyl island as, twelve
months since, it knew about the Philippines,
but now It is historic.

Snrr Thin?.
Kansas City Journal.

The XI Jtffersonltes may not have as much
to eat as the 110 chaps, but each one of
them can be depended mon to get in at
least ft worth of talk on the hide.

A Sllvrr Dollar's Worth.
Washington Post.

Mr. Bryan's admirers should ?ee to it that
thfr I more than 4.i cents worth of nmir.

I Ishment In that Jl dinner.

Wlm t She 3Ieant.
"The idea of her having the nerve to claim

she first saw the light in 1s7S."
"I would not Judge her too harshly. Per-

haps she meant the are light."

Tears of Men.
"How heart-rending- ." said Romance, "it

is to see a strong man weep!"
"Yes," retorted Realism, "it Is. It Is a

pretty sure sign that the idiot is drunk."

An Advantage.
"She is such a two-face- d thing!"
"How fortunate!" said the person versed

in the subtleties-- of the dramatic art. "She
can face the villain and the audience at
the same time."

Concerning: u Few Hnnhnnd.
The Countess My first husband was a

self-mad- e man. And you you
The Count (defiantly) And I am a self-ma- de

count!
The blow had fallen.

"Corporations are dangerous enemies of
the farmer," says William J. Bryan, the
demagogue of dollar-banqu- et fame. Yes,
indeed! Farmers should avoid granges, co-

operative plans for cultivating the sugar
beet, organizations of turnpike companies
for the purpose of building good roads and
everything like that! Yes, sir, "corpora-
tions are dangerous enemies of the farmer."

Aguinaldo has stated that he Intends
walking right into Manila one of these days.

The increasing number of applications for
electric-railwa- y franchises over country


